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taken by them as referring to a raja of that name, 1 while, as is clear from the context, it 
refers in reality to Siva, the main deity of the shrine* 



The only information we get from the inscription regarding Gaganasiva acharya is that 
he hailed from Uttara-Terambagriha. In this connection Dr. N. P. Chakra varti has kindly 
directed my attention to the Mattamayura school of Saiva ascetics, suggesting thereby that 
Gaganasiva might have been one of them, as the names of some of them likewise end in sivit. 
This argument receives further support from the identification of Uttara-Terambagriha. 
with Terambi as proposed below. Terambi, it may be pointed out, is known from the 
Ranod inscription to be the seat of an earlier Saiva saint of the Mattamayura line, whose 
name is not given but who is styled Xeramhipala , i. e., ' the protector of Terambi V 2 



The saints of the Mattamayura sect are known to have founded temples, tanks and 
monasteries at various places, being highly honoured and favoured with munificent gifts by 
certain Kalachuri rulers. 3 The Ranod inscription itself belongs to one such sage, called 
Vyomasiva, who is stated to have restored to Ranipadra 4 its past glory 5 and beautified the 
matha there by building in its vicinity a magnificent- tank, a temple, a garden and shrines 
with images of Siva, Uma, Natyesvara and Vinayaka. 6 Of all these, prominence is given 
to the tank, the construction of which forms the main object of the record and which is glori- 
fied in no less than twenty verses (vv. 45-64). The line of disciples given in this record is 
as follows'. 7 Ka<hi nil >n .m ih -Hdl i i v > • ; : . Sankhamathik-adhipati, Terambip&la, Amardaka- 

tlrtha-natha, Puranclara, Kachasiva, Sadasiva, Hridayesa and Vyomasiva. Of these Puran- 
dara is described to have founded two mathas , one at Mattamayura and the other at Ram- 
padra. The latter place, it is narrated, was subsequently graced by Sadasiva by doing 
penance there, while still later, as has already been stated, its grandeur was revived and 
enhanced by Vyomasiva. From the numerous laudatory verses in praise of Vyomasiva we 
gather that he was an ascetic of a very high order and a profound scholar, well-versed in 
the Saiva- siddhdntas as well as in the Nyaya, Vaiseshika, Mlmamsa and Samkkya sasiras , 
equally proficient in the Lokayata, Bauddha and Jaina doctrines, who could easily silence 
his opponents in a debate, so much so that he is related to be a second omniscient Sankara 

{i.e., Siva) incarnate. 8 



Now, considering that Vyomasiva , so far as the meaning of the word is concerned, is 
the same as Gaganasiva one feels suspicion 5 whether the two names refer to one and the 
same person. And this suspicion is heightened by the fact that Vyomasiva is variously 
mentioned in the Ranod inscription by such equivalent appellations as Gaganesa (v. 39), 
Vyoma&ambhu (v„ 41), Vyomesa (v. 50) and Gagana&asimauli (v. 65). The same will be found 
in the case of certain oik ,i r >«: in Thus, for example, Hridayesa of the Ranod inscription 



i The Secretary to the Cabinet, Patna State, has kindly placed at ray disposal copies of certain manuscripts 
by the late Mr. Manbodh Sahu, a resident of that State. One of them contains a transcript of the present inscrip- 
tion, with some notes regarding its contents. I find most of the text read by Mr. Sahu to be correct, except that 
he has, after the Oriya fashion, used b for v in his transliteration. As regards the contents of the record, while 
his explanation of it improves little upon that given by Mr. Beglar and Sir Cunningham, he follows them in regard- 
Ing Somesvaradeva as referring to a royal personage. 

* Above, Vol. I, p. 355, v. 9. 

3 See R. D. Banerji’s The Haikayas of Tripuri and Their Monuments (A. S. L Memoirs, No. 23), pp. 110 £f. 

4 R. D. Banerji wrongly gives it as Rapipadra. 

6 Above, Vol. I, p. 357, v. 29. 6 Tbid., p. 359, vv. 43, 44. 

7 a fuller last and a more detailed account the reader is referred to R. T>. Banerji’s monograph, loc* cit. 

8 Compare especially the verses 36-39 of the Rapod inscription. 
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is called Hridayasiva in the Bilhari inscription. 1 It is clear from this that with regard 
to the names of the Mattamayura sages it was the sense of the word and not the word itself 
that mattered, so that any synonymous term could be substituted for a personal name, be 
it though merely to conform to metrical requirements. In view of these considerations, 
one would naturally conclude that Vyoniasiva and Gaganasiva are, in all probability, but 
two different names of one and the same person. This conclusion is favoured also by the 
likelihood of Terambi being identical with Uttara - T eramba grih a . There is yet another 
point which would lend support to the identification of Vyoniasiva with Gaganasiva, and 
that is the name Ranipadra : . Has this name anything to clo with Ranipur Jharial ? Refer- 
ring to the deserted temples at this latter place, Mr. Beglar points out that c they are tradi- 
tionally ascribed to a Rani, but her name has been forgotten/. 2 But one may as well ask : 
Can it not be that we have a replica of Ranipadra itself in Ranipur Jharial, with its name, 
tank, temples and all, owing their origin to one and the same parsonage, viz., VyomaSiva or 
Gaganasiva ? 

However plausible the above argument may appear, the whole question has to be left 
undecided in the absence of more convincing evidence. The verbal likeness between Rani- 
padra and Ranipur may be as accidental as may the similarity between VyomaHva and 
Gagamiim be fortuitous. And when we consider how ill compares the faulty and clumsy 
construction of the present brief record with the chaste and ornate composition of the copious 
inscription from Ranod, the former depicting Gaganasiva as a mediocre abbot and the latter 
representing VyomaSiva as a great celebrity among the learned and the holy, the possibility 
of the two being identical becomes remoter still There is, however, no such obstacle in 
accepting Terambi being the same as Uttara-Terambagriha and Gaganasiva being connected 
with the Mattamayura sect of Saiva saints. 

As regards the location of the places referred to above, Ranipadra has been taken to 

be Ranod itself, an old decayed town in the state of Gwalior, about half way between Jhansi 

and Guna, 3 Terambi, it is suggested, may be identified with Terahi, which is five miles to 

* 

the south-east of Ranod, 4 and which seems also to represent the Httara-Tru-iLuilagiilui of 
the inscription under discussion, unless, as a partial phonetic resemblance between the names 
would suggest, it be identified with the modern Tarbha, an important mart in the Sonepur 
State, lying on the borders of the Patna State, some sixty-five miles north-east of Ranipur 
Jharial, which seems less probable. 






CORRECTED TEXT. 



1 [....# sfjir. faepw II 



& sm: Tstprrcj it 



? Above, Vol. I, p. 259, v. 54. 

4 Ibid,, p. 353. 

6 It cannot be ascertained whether the 
syllables Om m. 



2 Loc. c.U., p. 128. 3 Above, Vol. I, pp. 351 and 353 

6 Prom ink-impressions. 

stone contained any more letters before the conjeeturally supplied two 

7 Sandhi has not been observed here. 




